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depressing financial situation, but a fresh and unexpected turn
took place in the European political situation.
SOVIET-GERMAN TREATY  OF BERLIN
This was the Soviet-German Treaty signed at Berlin on April 24,
1926. It made a great sensation, and nowhere more so than in
Poland. The circumstances were recalled in which the Rapallo
Treaty was sprung on the Conference of Genoa, and the disastrous
effect it had on that conference. The agitation produced by that
treaty had long simmered down, but there were still people in
Poland and Central and Eastern Europe who regarded that
instrument as sinister and suspect, as a species of Russo-German
outflanking attack on the Allied position, as in fact an indication
rather than a suggestion of a Soviet-German alliance.
The Polish and Czechoslovak Governments engaged in a careful
scrutiny of the treaty, and Benesh, in agreement with Skrzynski,
drew the attention of the French, British and Italian Governments
by a questionnaire to the need to investigate its bearing on the
obligations Germany would have to undertake on her entrance
into the League. Great dissatisfaction with the treaty was expressed
in France; it was criticized in some quarters in England, but
the view of the majority appeared to be that, instead of being
a step away from the League, it might prove to be the means
of bringing the Soviet into touch with Geneva. The German
Government made it known that it believed the treaty to be
complementary to and in no sense at variance with Locarno. A
series of grave events of overriding importance which presently
occurred at home relegated the treaty to a secondary place for
a time iti the thought of every Pole.
SKRZTNSKI CABINET IN DIFFICULTIES
The compromise which kept the Socialists in Skrzynski's graad
coalition Government did not last long. To combat the bad
financial situation they drew up a scheme on Socialist lines; one
clause of it provided that the State should give large sums monthly
in aid of the unemployed and in support of the industrial life
of the country. The Bank of Poland was to issue notes again&t